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Market nameMarket name
•• Shrimp, Freshwater Shrimp, Freshwater 

Scientific nameScientific name
•• Macrobrachium Macrobrachium 

rosenbergiirosenbergii

Common nameCommon name
•• Giant Freshwater Prawn Giant Freshwater Prawn 

Vernacular name(s)Vernacular name(s)

Freshwater Prawn SpeciesFreshwater Prawn Species
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World Giant River Prawn ProductionWorld Giant River Prawn Production
Source of data: Food and Agriculture Organization, Source of data: Food and Agriculture Organization, FishStatFishStat
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Major Producing Countries, 1998Major Producing Countries, 1998
Source of data: Food and Agriculture Organization, Source of data: Food and Agriculture Organization, FishStatFishStat

Bangladesh (36.99%)

China (47.68%)

Malaysia (0.22%)
Brazil (0.37%)
Ecuador (0.62%)
Costa Rica (0.67%)

India (1.16%)
Thailand (6.01%)

Taiwan (6.29%)
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Domestic Prices in Producing CountriesDomestic Prices in Producing Countries
Source of data: Food and Agriculture Organization, Fish Source of data: Food and Agriculture Organization, Fish StatStat
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U.S. Shrimp Farms, 1998U.S. Shrimp Farms, 1998
Source of data: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Aquaculture CensSource of data: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Aquaculture Censusus
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U.S. Freshwater Prawn ProductionU.S. Freshwater Prawn Production
Source of data: National Marine Fisheries Service, Fisheries of Source of data: National Marine Fisheries Service, Fisheries of the U.S.the U.S.
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Value of U.S. Freshwater Prawn ProductionValue of U.S. Freshwater Prawn Production
Source of data: National Marine Fisheries Service, Fisheries of Source of data: National Marine Fisheries Service, Fisheries of the U.S.the U.S.
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Final Prices Paid by Processors and DealersFinal Prices Paid by Processors and Dealers

Source of data: National Marine Fisheries Service, Fisheries of Source of data: National Marine Fisheries Service, Fisheries of the U.S.the U.S.
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Production CostsProduction Costs
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FarmFarm--Gate PricesGate Prices
(Per pound, heads(Per pound, heads--on)on)

3.20 4.95 2.55 4.10
$0

$1
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14K pl/A, 800 lb/A 14K pl/A, 500 lb/A 20K pl/A, 1200
lb/A

20K pl/A, 700 lb/A

Average cost Low price Medium price High price
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Selling Live Freshwater PrawnsSelling Live Freshwater Prawns

Cost of productionCost of production

Cost of harvestingCost of harvesting

Cost of liveCost of live--hauling or shippinghauling or shipping

Hauling or shipping risksHauling or shipping risks

Marketing permitMarketing permit

Limited market informationLimited market information
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Selling Fresh Freshwater PrawnsSelling Fresh Freshwater Prawns

Cost of productionCost of production

Cost of harvesting Cost of harvesting 

Costs of chilling, packing and shipping Costs of chilling, packing and shipping 

Price risksPrice risks

Limited market informationLimited market information
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Selling Frozen Freshwater PrawnsSelling Frozen Freshwater Prawns

Cost of productionCost of production

Cost of harvestingCost of harvesting

Cost of processing, packing, and shippingCost of processing, packing, and shipping

Price risksPrice risks

Limited market informationLimited market information
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Selling by E*commerceSelling by E*commerce
Source: Exporter’s Source: Exporter’s website website 

LATIN NAME: MACROBRACHIUM ROSENBERGIILATIN NAME: MACROBRACHIUM ROSENBERGII
ORIGIN: SOUTHERN CHINA ORIGIN: SOUTHERN CHINA 
WHOLE ROUND LIVE FROZEN WHOLE ROUND LIVE FROZEN 
SIZE:USIZE:U--4 44 4--6 66 6--8 88 8--12 1212 12--15 1515 15--20PCS PER LB20PCS PER LB
PACKAGE:2KGS/BLOCK 20KGS/CARTON.PACKAGE:2KGS/BLOCK 20KGS/CARTON.
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Domestic MarketsDomestic Markets
Sources: producers, brokers, Sources: producers, brokers, livehaulerslivehaulers

Live and fresh products:Live and fresh products:
•• Houston and Dallas, TXHouston and Dallas, TX

•• Atlanta, GAAtlanta, GA

•• New York, NYNew York, NY

•• Ontario, CANOntario, CAN

•• Other markets with ethnic Other markets with ethnic 
populations populations 

Processing plants and Processing plants and 
wholesalers:wholesalers:

•• MS Gulf CoastMS Gulf Coast

•• OthersOthers
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Freshwater Prawn SuppliersFreshwater Prawn Suppliers
Source: MSUSource: MSU--CREC CREC website website 

Aquaculture of Texas, Inc., Aquaculture of Texas, Inc., WeatherfordWeatherford, TX, TX

Custom Pack, Inc. Aquaculture Division, Ocean Springs , MSCustom Pack, Inc. Aquaculture Division, Ocean Springs , MS

Fishmarket SeafoodsFishmarket Seafoods Inc., Louisville, KYInc., Louisville, KY

Lauren Farms, Inc., Leland, MSLauren Farms, Inc., Leland, MS

Forbes America, Inc., Hollywood, SCForbes America, Inc., Hollywood, SC

Rockfish Farms Inc.,Rockfish Farms Inc., LantanaLantana, FL, FL

SchmalbachSchmalbach Aquaculture Inc., Homestead, FLAquaculture Inc., Homestead, FL
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SummarySummary

World production World production -- 290 million 290 million lbslbs, LWE, 1998, LWE, 1998

World average farmWorld average farm--gate price gate price -- $2.81 per $2.81 per lblb, LWE, , LWE, 
19981998

U.S. production U.S. production -- 350,000 350,000 lbslbs, LWE, 1994, LWE, 1994

U.S. farmU.S. farm--gate price gate price -- $5.73 per $5.73 per lblb, LWE, 1994, LWE, 1994

U.S. per capita shrimp consumption U.S. per capita shrimp consumption 
•• 1989 1989 -- 2.3 2.3 lblb

•• 1999 1999 -- 3.0 3.0 lblb


